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Information Sheet
Where Were You in 1992? is a video and web-based project by Amanda Egbe and Rastko Novakovic, exploring activism and social justice across the last 30 years in the UK and former Yugoslavia.
 
The project is currently based at the MayDay Rooms Archive as part of a six-month artist-in-resident programme. The outputs for the residency will include a short film, alongside an online visual archive. The project focus at this time will be the anti-racist struggle in the UK and the resistance against ethnonationalism in Yugoslavia in the early 90’s.
 
The project asks three main questions:
 
· What political actions or groups were you involved in 1992?
· What were your modes of activism?
· What technologies were you using to communicate?
 
These questions will direct visual and textual analysis of the collective archives at the MayDay Rooms, and other archival materials sourced during the residency programme.  The analysis aims to seek out gestures and modes of activity that persist, and those that have fallen away, when considering the political, social and cultural activism of the 1990’s. This analysis will be the basis for the use of these materials and the production of new materials via audio-visual interviews and computer-based analysis side by side to explore elements of recognition, identification, resemblance, and difference.
 
Where Were You in 1992? explores the legacy of European ‘multiculturalism’ and ‘social cohesion’ and to contrast them with notions of solidarity, anti-racism, and anti-authoritarianism, producing through our short film and web pages alternative approaches to cultural understanding and community cohesion. Archives such as the Newham Monitoring Project, State Watch or the Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp, are a rich source of personal and collective memory.  
 
The project aims to:
 
· Investigate an innovative and radical approach to the production of collective histories and their dissemination. The project will aspire to bring to the fore personal and local histories with their coincidental international character
 
· To investigate the historical situations (history, anthropology, literature, cultural studies) and map the social spaces of grassroots activities (architecture, geography) of the communities involved, provoking questions about institutional accounts (copyright, jurisprudence, museology)
 
· The project will attempt to develop new visual languages and shared archive spaces and environments, beyond the scope of our current practice, through working with collective archives, such as the MayDay Rooms.
All the project outputs will be made available to participants and the general public through the project website, http://1992.maydayrooms.org and through access to the archival materials which will be held at the MayDay Rooms. 
 
Contact Information: Where Were You in 1992?  w: www.1992maydayrooms.org e: 1992wwu@gmail.com
MayDay Rooms w: www.maydayrooms.org e: in-formation@maydayrooms.org

